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Pitch #1
Topic: 
LGBTQ+ community response to Biden’s presidential acceptance speech 
Title: 
LGBTQ+ Community Explores Whether They Have an Ally in a Biden-Harris Administration
Background: 
On November 7, President-Elect Joe Biden acknowledged gay and transgender people by name in his victory speech, after being declared the projected winner of 2020 presidential election. This marks the first time a president-elect has acknowledged the transgender community in a victory speech. Former President Barack Obama was the first to say ‘gay’ in his victory speech in 2008. After this moment in the speech, many LGBTQ+ posted on social media commenting on the impact of this historical moment and what this means for the future of the LGBTQ+ community under a Biden administration.  
Why is this story relevant?
This story is relevant because it would give LGBTQ+ allies and activists to share how they feel about not only President-Elect Biden’s acknowledgement of the community in his victory speech, but also on how they believe their rights and agenda will be handled under the future Biden administration. This story would also touch on Vice President-Elect Kamala Harris’ complicated history with the LGBTQ+ community, specifically the transgender community, during her time as a California prosecutor. 
Potential interviews: 
· Anna Castro (Communications Senior Manager at the Transgender Law Center)
· David Farmer (Press contact at the National Center for Transgender Equality)
· Press contact at the Human Rights Campaign
Supporting elements: 
· Supporting tweets 
· Original footage from LGBTQ+ marchers at Biden win celebration in Washington, D.C. 
· B-roll from interviewees 
Research sources: 
https://19thnews.org/2020/08/kamala-harris-complicated-lgbtq-choice/
https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2020/11/07/kamala-harris-lgbt-trans-transgender-gay-rights-marriage-equality/
https://www.npr.org/2020/10/13/923369723/lets-talk-about-kamala-harris

Pitch #2
Topic: How increased voter turnout and flipping the battleground state of Arizona directly correlates with Indigenous voting organizations encouraging tribal members to vote
Title: Democrats Owe Arizona Flip Largely to Indigenous Voters
Background: 
Native American communities have historically faced barriers in the voting process that discourage them from voting. Native Americans were not given voting rights in every U.S. state until 1962, and have had problems since, including in the 2018 midterm elections, when many tribal ID cards were deemed invalid. Poor access to voter registration offices and polling stations, limited transportation and excessive mail delays, and other logistical hurdles, made voting in the U.S. election difficult for many in tribal communities. 
Why is this story relevant? 
Arizona, a key battleground state in the 2020 presidential election, is projected to be won by Democratic President-Elect Joe Biden, as votes continue to be counted. And just as all eyes are on Georgia and increased Black voter registration and participation, the same credit should be given to Arizona, and increased Indigenous and Native American voter turnout and participation, as tribal communities also face a long history of voter suppression. It should be noted that there are 22 Indigenous tribes and tribal lands across the state of Arizona, and precincts that have shown large increases in democratic votes and voter turnouts correlate with the locations of those tribal lands. I have seen little to no media attention on this story thus far. 
Potential Interviews: 
· Press contact at Diné C.A.R.E. (Diné CARE is located on the Navajo Nation and is a non-profit organization that works with many Navajo communities affected by energy and environmental issues)
· Nuvia Enriquez (Media contact at Instituto: A New Day, the organization’s voting campaign to increase indigenous voter turnout across the state of Arizona)
· Allie Young (Led a group of voters from the Navajo Nation ins Arizona to the polls on horseback to the polls in October to encourage early voting)
Supporting elements: 
· B-rool from interviewees
· Footage of AZ polling sites 
· Clip of Vance Jones noting Indigenous voting organizations contributing to the flip of Arizona
· Correlating map images
Research sources: 
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2020/09/13/arizonas-history-suppressing-black-latino-native-american-voters/5771359002/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2020/11/02/navajo-nation-horse-vote-polls-election/



