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Assignment #1: Seven Attributes of A Successful Reporter
According to the article, “To Be a Successful Reporter,” there are seven attributes that all successful reporters have. The seven attributes include being a generalist, quick, curious, pleasant, honest, courageous, and intelligent. 
I believe the two most important attributes of being a successful reporter are being honest and being courageous. 
As a reporter, your honesty with your sources, editors, coworkers, publication, and to yourself, is your everything. Your credibility as a reporter rides on your honesty. A successful reporter’s honesty allows them to independently triple check facts and verify every single piece of information, to ensure that their writings are honest and truthful to those who read it. Honest reporters do what they say they are going to do and avoid topics that they promise to avoid. They are easy to trust and stick to their word no matter what, knowing that their reputation relies upon it. 
Courage is also an extremely important attribute for a successful reporter to possess. News never stops for anyone, no matter the dangerous circumstances. Therefore, a reporter’s job never stops, and to do so they must have ana amazing level of courage within themselves. Reporter’s must have the courage to possibly put themselves in dangerous and compromising situations to cover a story, whether it’s in the middle of a riot, war filled territories, harsh weather conditions, or in a crowded area in the middle of a pandemic of an air-borne disease. Courage also extends to having the ability to tell a story that you know may displease or hurt a person or group of people, in order to relay the truth. I loved the included quote by reporter and teacher Jon Franklin, saying, “Courage to open your mind and let the whole damned confusing world in. Courage to always be the ignorant one, on somebody else's turf. Courage to stand corrected. Courage to take criticism. Courage to grow with your experiences. Courage to accept what you don't understand. Most of all, courage to see what is there and not what you want to think is there.”
