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Assignment #2: The Standup Syndrome
The article “The Standup Sydrome” discusses the many different ways that a reporter standup can undermine the credibility of reporters and the news outlet in which they are affiliated with. Though only a few seconds, standups often provide reporters the time to insert their own opinions into a story, that are not backed up with any evidence or facts in their pieces. The article discussed two infractions that can cause a standup to be more opinionated, rather than fact based. 
One infraction, the worst a reporter can do in my opinion, is entitled “No Attribution.” This portion of the article spoke of when a reporter inserts an assertion in their standup that is not supported with any fact-based evidence. Reporters often do this, whether accidently or purposefully, to include a catchy word or phrase in their standup piece. However, making an assertion without attribution can easily be misunderstood, and therefore misleading to audience members. This can also compromise the reporter, as well as the media outlet that they represent. A reporter’s credible reputation lies on their ability to remain unbiased and report the facts, no matter their personal feelings or opinions on the situation they are reporting. It is important for on-camera reporters to include attribution to fact-based evidence before making an assertion, so that audience members as well as critics are able to follow how a reporter may have come to a certain conclusion. 
Another infraction discussed was entitled, “Getting it Backwards.” This portion of the article discussed situations in which reporters write their scripts for their standup before all of the story’s information or elements have come through. And because reporter standups often come as the finale to the piece, it is dangerous for reporters to write their standup scripts first, before the story is complete, because if an element of a story does change, due to, for example breaking news, the standup can seem misplaced, or completely wrong all together. This can also jeopardize a reporter’s credibility. 


